Swimming Pools Technical Advisory Committee – Comment 
6th Edition (2017) Florida Building Code, Building 
SW – Comment #1
From: Grant Dostie [mailto:gdostie@trentcotney.com] 
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2017 3:35 PM
To: Madani, Mo
Subject: Comment for proposed code modification SW7074-A1

Good afternoon Mo,

Please find attached our comment for proposed code modification SW7074-A1. We have revised our previous comment which you had confirmed receipt. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

Thanks You 

  Grant R. Dostie 
	Associate Attorney  

 Ph. 813.579.3278 ext. 302 | Fx. 813.902.7612
  407 N. HOWARD AVE | SUITE 100 | TAMPA, FL 33606
  WWW.TRENTCOTNEY.COM | LIKE US | FOLLOW US




See Attachment #1
TAC Recommendation:  Mr. O’Connor entered a motion for a negative roll call.  Mr. Fardelmann seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 9 to 0.

Commission Action: Commissioner Batts entered a motion for the purpose of a negative roll call.  Commissioner Boyer seconded the motion.  The motion failed with a vote of 0 to 25 Commission action is NAR.

SW – Comment #2

	to:
	Florida Building Commission

	from:
	Jennifer Hatfield, representing the Florida Swimming Pool Association

	subject:
	Comments to Public Pool provisions in proposed 6th edition

	date:
	February 24, 2017

	
	


Item 1: In modification #7058, the TAC deleted the definition of the term ‘Modification’ and in modification #7070 that term was placed with the terms ‘Repairs or Alterations.’ However, upon further review, the term ‘Modification’ was left in two other places of the FBC: sections 454.1.2.3.5 item #7 and 454.1.3.3.6.  Now that this term is no longer applicable, it should be removed and replaced in those two sections as follows:
454.1.2.3.5 Rules and regulations signage. Rules and regulations for bathers shall be installed posted in minimum 1 inch letters which must be legible from the pool deck, and shall contain the following:

1. No food or beverages in pool or on pool wet deck.

2. No glass or animals in the fenced pool area (or 50 feet from unfenced pool).

3. Bathing load: ___ persons.

4. Pool hours: __ a.m. to __ p.m.

5. Shower before entering.

6. Pools of 200 square feet in area or greater without an approved diving well configuration shall have “NO DIVING”, in four inch letters included with the above listed pool rules.

7. Do not swallow the pool water. This statement shall be added to signs at pools that conduct modifications alterations as that term is defined.

 

454.1.3.3.6 Floating and climb-on devices, objects or toys that are not a part of the approved pool design shall not be tethered in the pool or installed without a engineering modification alterations application and department’s approval.
TAC Recommendation:  Mr. O’Connor entered a motion to approve the comment.  Mr. Pabst seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 9 to 0.

Commission Action: See action on item #4.
Item 2: In modification #7014, approved by the TAC, at 454.1.6.5.16.6 item #3 requires UV disinfection equipment to be US EPA validated when used in three ‘higher risk facilities’, and one of these ‘higher risk facilities’ is an Interactive Water Feature (aka: a splash pad).  In modification #7074, also approved by the TAC, at 454.1.9.8.6.1, it allows the DIRECT-filtered Interactive Water Feature to use UV disinfection equipment that is certified under the NSF Standard 50, so we have a contradiction between these two code sections.  The revision in 454.1.9.8.6.3 requires US EPA validation for the INDIRECT-filtered IWFs. To assure that the contradiction is correctly applied for design and building IWFs, the following should be added after 454.1.6.5.16.6 item #3 (new proposed language in red):
454.1.6.5.16.6 Ultraviolet (UV) light disinfectant equipment may be used as supplemental water treatment on public pools and additional treatment on interactive water features (IWFs)] subject to the conditions of this paragraph and manufacturer's specifications. UV is encouraged to be used to eliminate or reduce chlorine-resistant pathogens, especially the protozoan cryptosporidium.

1. UV equipment and electrical components and wiring shall comply with the requirements of the National Electrical Code and the manufacturer shall provide a certification of conformance to the jurisdictional building department. 

2. UV equipment shall meet UL standards and shall be electrically interlocked with recirculation pump(s) on all pools and with feature pumps(s) on an IWF such that when the UV equipment fails to produce the required dosage as measured by an automated sensor, the feature pump(s) are disabled so the water features do not operate. 

3. UV equipment used in higher risk facilities such interactive water features, wading pools, and activity pools shall be validated by a capable party that it delivers the required and predicted UV dose at the validated flow, lamp power and water UV transmittance conditions, and has complied with all professional practices summarized in the USEPA Ultraviolet Disinfectant Guidance Manual dated November 2006, which is publication number EPA 815-R-06-007 available from the department at http://www.floridashealth.org/Environment/ water/swim/index.html or at

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/disinfection/lt2/ pdfs/guideit2_uvguidance.pdf.  Exception: Not applicable when 454.1.9.8.6.1 alternative is used.
4. UV equipment shall constantly produce a validated dosage of at least 40 mJ/cm2 (millijoules per square centimeter) at the end of lamp life. 

5. The UV equipment shall not be located in a side stream flow and shall be located to treat all water returning to the pool or water features.

TAC Recommendation:  Mr. O’Connor entered a motion to approve the comment.  Mr. Williams seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 9 to 0.

Commission Action: See action on item #4.
Item 3: In section 454.1 definitions there is a second ‘wading pool’ definition called ‘wade pool’ that is the exact wording used as and intended for what is listed as the ‘water slides’ definition.  Therefore; this second ‘wade pool’ definition should be deleted.
"Wading pool" means a shallow pool designed to be used by children.

"Water slides" means a water recreation attraction ride which is characterized by having trough-like or tubular flumes or chutes.

"Wade pool" means a water recreation attraction ride which is characterized by having trough-like or tubular flumes or chutes.

TAC Recommendation:  Mr. O’Connor entered a motion to approve the comment.  Mr. Pabst seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 9 to 0.

Commission Action: See action on item #4.
Item 4: In section 454.1.2.3.3, the metric length for 5 feet and for 18 inches are both listed as 1524 mm.
454.1.2.3.3 Lane markings. Pools that are not intended to be utilized for officially sanctioned competition may install lap lane markings provided they meet the following criteria: the markings must be 2 to 6 inches (51 to 152 mm) wide, they must terminate 5 feet (1524 mm) from the end wall in a "T" with the "T" bar at least 18 inches (1524 457.2 mm) long, they must be placed at 7-foot (2134 mm) intervals on center and be no closer than 4 feet (1219 mm) from any side wall, steps or other obstructions. Floating rope lines associated with lap lanes must not obstruct the entrance or exit from the pool and are prohibited when the pool is open for general use. 

TAC Recommendation:  Mr. O’Connor entered a motion to approve the comment.  Mr. Pabst seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 9 to 0.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Batts entered a motion to approve Item #1 #7058, Item #2 7014, Item #3 454.1 and Item #4 454.1.2.3.3 as recommended by the TAC.  Commissioner Swope seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 25 to 0.

SW – Comment #3


From: Jim [mailto:jel@wetengineering.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2017 3:02 PM
To: Madani, Mo
Subject: Jim LePetrie / WET Engineering Comments

#7073

454.1.2.4:  Para 1, last sentence, the word "line" should be inserted after the word "tile", and the word "tile" should be inserted after the word "each."  The way it's written doesn't make sense.

TAC Recommendation:  Mr. O’Connor entered a motion to approve the comment.  Mr. Williams seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 9 to 0.

Commission Action: Commissioner Batts entered a motion to approve 454.1.2.4 paragraph number one.  Commissioner Swope seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 25 to 0.

#6584

454.1.2.8.2:  This whole section isn't written with our Florida rollout gutters in mind, unfortunately.  The language requires "No-Entry" markers on the deck where the vertical distance between the coping or wet deck and the shelf floor adjacent to the wall is more than 12 inches.  In a rollout gutter pool, assuming the minimum water depth of 8", this vertical distance will be approximately 12" to 14" depending on where it is measured on the gutter surface (since the gutter slopes).  We have varianced 2 of these designs so far, and in my coordination with FDOH we are allowed to use the gutter as a step.  The proposed language's intent is to prohibit too much of a step down; but with the gutter as a step, the distance is broken into two, with both steps at 8" or less.  So we are showing typical depth markers.  I think something should be inserted that allows for this for rollout gutter pools.

Also,  we are not being required to provide "Depth markers of the adjacent pool depth at the sun shelf edge, and no-dive markers shall be placed on the sun shelf floor, every 10 feet or less...above the deeper pool" where the shelf transitions to steps down to the deeper pool.  I think some language should be inserted that exempts the requirement for these markers where steps are used as an access point between the shelf and pool area.

454.1.2.8.3:  Same issue here.  If we can use a gutter as a step, then an additional stair shouldn't be required as the language implies.  I have already coordinated this with FDOH and we are not being required to add a step if the vertical distance taken by a bather entering or leaving the shelf by using the gutter as a step is at or less than the standard 10" pool step riser height.  We are specifying handrails which this language requires.

#7014

454.1.6.5.16.6:  Item 3, first sentence implies ALL UV equipment used for IWF's must be a validated system, which is a direct contradiction with #7074 which allows for only a NSF-50 compliant UV system for the feature flow return.

#7074

Frankly, we are really confused by the proposed language here.

454.1.9.8.6.1:  This makes sense, but the water should not be chemically treated BEFORE the UV unit, but rather AFTER.  This is good practice.

454.1.9.8.6.2:  Where it says "...excess water not required by the features shall be returned to the collector tank..."  does this mean a separate filter pump can be used or does this mean a single feature/filter pump system with a branched return back to the tank?

454.1.9.8.6.3:  Where it says "...before any of this treated water is piped to the water features", does this mean a separate filter pump that returns all flow back to the tank after UV treated with a validated system can be used?  Use of the word "before" implies to me that all of this treatment is in the feature pump return loop if there are separate pumps.

#7070

454.1.10.1:  As we discussed, where it says "...or equivalent replacement of equipment are considered repairs or alterations", what does "equipment" mean?  If this means equivalent replacement of something as mundane as a 1-hp pump motor replacement requires a permit, then that is ridiculous.  I know it's up to the building commission to regulate what gets permitted but a like-for-like replacement really shouldn't need to be permitted.  It's a waste of everyone's time & money.

That's it; please let me know if you wish to discuss any of this.  Thanks for your review.

Thanks,

Jim LePetrie, P.E.
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4337 Pablo Oaks Court, Suite 101

Jacksonville, Florida 32224

(904) 223-9773

(866) 832-9236 fax

jel@wetengineering.net
www.wetengineering.net
See Attachment # 2
TAC Recommendation:  Mr. Vincent entered a motion to accept the language on balance of comment #3 (as noted in Attachment #2) excluding the first section.  Mr. O’Connor seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 9 to 0.

Commission Action: Commissioner Batts entered a motion to approve changes to 454.1.2.8.3 and 454.1.10.1 as noted in Attachment #2.  Commissioner Swope seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 24 to 0 with one Commissioner out of the room at the time of the vote.

SW – Comment #4

From: Vincent, Bob G [mailto:Bob.Vincent@flhealth.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 11:48 AM
To: Sellers, Chip; Madani, Mo; Campbell, Thomas; Hammonds, April; Duval, Nick
Subject: RE: Swimming Pool TAC Avalability February 28th 10;00 A.M.

Sorry I hadn’t sent anything before today.   I have no good excuse, just uber busy.  I noticed two minor glitches in the 2015 FBC, plus two more important ones in the 6th ed. 2017 revision:

In the 2015 FBC section 454.1 definitions there is a second ‘wading pool’ definition called ‘wade pool’ that is actually the ‘water slides’ definition.  This second ‘wade pool’ definition should be deleted.

In section 454.1.2.3.3, the metric length for 5 feet and for 18 inches are both listed as 1524 mm.

For the new 2017 6th edition FBC 454.1, here is a question if this first one is a glitch, and maybe the second one is a glitch too:

Under revision #7058, we deleted the definition of the term ‘Modification’ to add the terms ‘Repairs or Alterations’ at 454.1.10.1 under revision #7070, but we left ‘Modification’ in two other places of the FBC:  at 454.1.2.3.5 item # 7. Which was intended in DOH rule to add this pool rules sign statement whenever a modification is dine.   ‘Modification’ it is also still found at 454.1.3.3.6 

The revision #7014 at 454.1.6.5.16.6 item #3 requires UV disinfection equipment to be US EPA validated when used in three ‘higher risk facilities’, and one of these ‘higher risk facilities’ is an Interactive Water Feature (aka: a splash pad).   In revision #7074, at 454.1.9.8.6.1 , we allowed the DIRECT-filtered Interactive Water Feature to use UV disinfection equipment that is certified under the NSF Standard 50, so we have a contradiction between these two code sections.    The revision in 454.1.9.8.6.3 requires US EPA validation for the INDIRECT-filtered IWFs.

To assure that the contradiction is correctly applied for design and building IWFs, you could add a NOTE or EXCEPTION after 454.1.6.5.16.6 item #3 that states: Not applicable when 454.1.9.8.6.1 alternative is used.  If this not possible, a DEC Statement could/should be issued.

Bob Vincent, Environmental Administrator, FL Dept of Health, Div. of Disease Control and Health Protection, Bur. of Environmental Health, Water Programs, Tallahassee, FL  office 850.245.4578, cell 850.251.7510  Webpage: http://www.floridahealth.gov/healthy-environments/index.html
TAC Recommendation:  Withdrawn by Mr. Vincent due to the fact that his concerns were covered under Comment 2 and 3.

Commission Action: No action needed.
SW – Comment #5 (Handout)
	to:
	Florida Building Commission

	from:
	Jennifer Hatfield, representing the Florida Swimming Pool Association

	subject:
	Comments to Modification #6584 (sunshelves) in proposed 6th edition

	date:
	April 3, 2017

	
	


Background/Reasoning for Public Comment:  In modification #6584, which allows for sunshelves in public pools, the TAC recommended additional tweaks to parts of the public comment language that was reviewed at their March 21 meeting (per Attachment 2 in Post Workshop documents provided in your agenda packet).  The TAC suggested additional changes be provided at the April 4 Commission meeting addressing the first part of Attachment 2 (Exception 3 of 454.1.2.6) after the industry and health department worked out their suggested final language.

In addition to providing final language to Exception 3 of 454.1.2.6, this public comment provides wordsmithing to what was approved by the TAC on March 21 for Section 454.1.2.8.2. The language being proposed doesn’t change the intent of what was recommended by the TAC; rather, it is just suggested edits from Department of Health (DOH) staff to ensure the requirements are clear to the code user.

Lastly, DOH has recently alerted the industry that there has been misinterpretation of the statement found in Section 454.1.2.5.3 that states “…Treads and risers between the top and bottom treads shall be uniform to within ½ inch (12.7 mm) in width and height…”  This is being misinterpreted to mean the gutter shall be flat when used as the top step, but the intent was that the tread and riser be uniform (the same) between the top and bottom tread.  The exception language provided in this public comment to Section 454.1.2.5.3 will resolve the issue.
The Florida Swimming Pool Association, with the assistance of the DOH, respectfully ask the Commission to consider these final “tweaks” to modification #6584, in addition to the items before you today that were recommended by the Pool TAC at their March 21 meeting:

Proposed Language:
454.1.2.5.3 Stairs. Stairs shall have a minimum tread width of 10 inches (254 mm) and a maximum width of 48 inches (1219 mm) for a minimum tread length of 24 inches (610 mm) and a maximum riser height of 10 inches (254 mm). Treads and risers between the top and bottom treads shall be uniform to within 1/2 inch (12.7 mm) in width and height. The riser heights shall be measured at the marked step edges and the differences in elevation shall be considered the riser heights. The front 3/4 to 2 inches (19.1 to 51 mm) of the tread and the top 2 inches (51 mm) of the riser shall be tile, dark in color, contrasting with the interior of the pool. Tile shall be slip resistant. Bullnose tile that is slip resistant may be used when the 3/4 inch (19 mm) segment is placed on the tread or horizontal surface and the 2-inch (51 mm) segment is placed on the riser or vertical surface. Where the gutter is used as the top step, the tile on the gutter for the width of the steps shall be slip resistant. Vinyl liner and fiberglass pools may use other material for the step edge marking, provided the material is permanent, permanently secured, dark in color, nonfading and slip resistant.
Exception:  Where a gutter is used as top step, the gutter’s 2” slope from lip to the drain shall be continuous for the full length of the stairs, and the riser from the gutter to the next tread need not be uniform with the remaining risers and treads. 

454.1.2.6 Obstructions. …
Exceptions: …

3. A sun shelf may be installed in pool areas with no more than 4 feet (1219 mm) of water depth, or less. A sun shelf must have a dark contrasting slip resistant tile marking at the edge of the shelf and the pool wall extending 4 inches (102 mm) from the horizontal shelf edge surface. Additionally, a 2 inch (51 mm) contrasting tile line is required on the vertical pool wall at the edge of the shelf. Vinyl liner, stainless steel and fiberglass pools may use other material for the sun shelf edge marking as detailed in Section 454.1.2.3.1, Item 7, provided the material is permanently secured, dark in color, nonfading and slip resistant.  When the edge of a sun shelf uses stairs as a transition, the sun shelf edge tile markings shall comply with step edge requirements as provided in section 454.1.2.5.3.  A sun shelf shall not protrude into the 15-foot (4572 mm) clearance requirement of Section 454.1.2.6. A sun shelf shall not protrude into the diving bowl. A sun shelf must additionally comply with 454.1.2.8.

454.1.2.8 Sun shelves

454.1.2.8.2 Depth Markers at sun shelves

Where a sun shelf is installed, wet deck-located depth and no-diving markers shall be placed every 20 feet (6096 mm) or less. If the vertical distance between the coping or wet deck and the shelf floor adjacent to the wall is 12 inches (305 mm) or less, these markers shall indicate the water depth of the sun shelf.  For open-type gutter pools, the vertical this distance shall be measured from the gutter lip to the shelf floor.  Where vertical distance between the coping or wet deck and the shelf floor adjacent to the wall is more than 12 inches (305 mm), “No-Entry” markers as described in 454.1.9.6.4 shall be provided in the deck. When the sun shelf does not use stairs as a transition, dDepth markers of the adjacent pool depth at the sun shelf edge, and no-dive markers shall be placed on the sun shelf floor, every 10 feet (3048 mm) or less, along a line no more than 1 foot (305 mm) back from the edge of the sun shelf above the deeper pool.  Depth markers are not  required at the shelf edge where the shelf transition to a set of steps.  All markers shall comply with Items 2, 6, and 7 of 454.1.2.3.1., except the distance between then described in this section shall be followed.
Commission Action: Commissioner Batts entered a motion to approved language.  Commissioner Swope seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 24 to 0 with one Commissioner out of the room at the time of the vote.

