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	Report on Hotel Charette for Access TAC meeting, May 5, 2008
Step 1 Charette process

	


History and pre-steps to the Hotel Charette
Accessibility TAC Report to the Commission, July 11, 2006 

FLORIDA BUILDING COMMISSION 

Accessibility TAC 

July 10, 2006 

Discussion of Hotel Charette : Preliminary planning was started on the hotel charette and possible problems were identified including hotel staff training, emergency evacuation, pool access and interior design. Members are to send additional suggestions to staff for consideration.

Objective to the Hotel Charrette:  Envision architectural solutions to hotel accessibility through Code, not policy issues.

This is an opportunity to "think outside of the box", but within the law,not producing a product, while helping the following groups: Design professionals, hotel associations, hotel planners, advocacy groups, education groups, FBC waiver council, Commission and general public. I envision this as an opportunity and challenge to  re-thinking of accessibility needs within the industry. Bringing these groups together is a positive effort by the TAC and Commission to work together towards creative solutions. This is not going to be easy and  will take thought and planning the Accessibility TAC's  part. More importantly this educational venture must be designed and carried out with a positive spirit.  We know all the old problems and solutions, it is time to come up with new and fresh ideas that will help all parties. 

This exercise led to a five step process leading to presenting the Hotel Charette.

Steps to development of the Hotel Charette from beginning to present
Step one:  August  2006 TAC meeting.  Think Tank,  Accessibility TAC members task, the creatation of the problem to be solved during the Hotel Charrette

Each TAC member will email to me by August 4, 2006 three potential ideas they would like to be addressed and solved at the Hotel Charrette.  These 30 plus ideas will then be discussed by the TAC at the August meeting.These ideas will be the catalyst for the scoping of what we will address at the Hotel Charrette. Remember this is a exercise in re- thinking the accessibility Code concerns you might have, but also remember think outside the box and within the law. 

The potential ideas ranged from parking, accessible route, lobby, public rest rooms, pool accessibility, vertical access issues, signage in hotels, to name just a few. The group decided to focus on alteration of hotel sleeping rooms, this appeared to be where the greatest problem was indicated.

Step two: August 2006  TAC meeting.  Assessment of scoping  "problem" to solve at the Hotel Charrette

Scoping is to limit the Hotel Charette to two typical hotel rooms that will be undergoing  major renovation triggering accessibility needs as required in the Florida Building Code, Building, Chapter 11, Accessibility.. Beginning at he entrance and continuing all path of travel issues, including but not limited to sleeping area, balcony, reach ranges, closet areas and bathroom design. The object is to improve the existing facility to have greater accessibility for the user while maintaining compliance with the Code. 

Step three:  May 2008 TAC meeting. Hotel Charrette's participation list

The Accessibility TAC members will suggest advocacy groups, professional organizations, planners, educators and other individuals that may be involved in the Charrette process. This list will be the catalyst to encourage interest for this special Accessibility project. TAC to decide on three design teams at the June meeting. Each team with be comprised of two design professionals (minimum).
When list is finalized, staff will notify the prospective participants to establish confirmation to be included for the Hotel Charette.
After the June meeting staff will send out an invitation to attend the Hotel Charette to all interested parties, with a RSVP to establish the room size needed for this event. Staff will report progress at the August 2008 Accessibility TAC meeting, to proceed with future planning.

Step Four: October 2008 TAC meeting,  Planning projection for the Hotel Charrette 

Discussion of timelines leading to Charrette

Step Five December 2008 Hotel Charette implemtation
Report findings to the Commission at next meeting
