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CHAPTER 1
Application & Administration

•Which buildings/facilities must comply
•Definitions
•General information
•Referenced Standards

CHAPTER 2
Scoping Requirements

•Which And How Many 
Elements Are Required To Be 
Accessible Based On The Use 
Of The Building or Facility

CHAPTER 2
Scoping Requirements

•Vertical Accessibility
•New Construction
•Alterations
•Additions
•Existing Buildings
•Temporary Structures
•Historical Buildings

CHAPTER 3
Building Blocks

Minimum requirements for:
•Floor surfaces such as carpet
•Door threshold 
•Changes in level
•Wheelchair turning diameter or T-turn
•Clear floor space for wheelchair
•Knee & toe clearance
•Reach Ranges
•Protruding  objects 

CHAPTER 4
Accessible Routes

•Minimum clear width doors, 
ramp, stairs, etc.
•Maneuvering clearances at doors
•Door opening force
•Maximum ramp slope & rise
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CHAPTER 4
Accessible Routes

•Required landings for ramps
•Required handrails
•Elevator controls
•Elevator doors and interior         
dimensions
•Platform lifts

CHAPTER 5
General Site & Building Elements

•Minimum size, marking, vertical 
clearance & location of accessible 
parking spaces.
•Identification of accessible parking 
spaces
•Passenger loading zone
•Stair & ramp details

CHAPTER 6
Plumbing Elements & Facilities

•Minimum clear floor space for plumbing 
fixtures
•Toilet room & toilet compartment 
requirements
•Grab bars
•Fixture location & height for children 
ages 3 - 12

CHAPTER 7 
Communication Elements & 

Features
•Fire alarms
•Signs; height, location, Braille, finish & 
contrast
•Detectable warnings
•Telephones
•ATM’s

CHAPTER 8
Special Rooms & Spaces

Special Scoping Requirements for:
•Assembly spaces such as theatres, 
restaurants, sports stadiums
•Dressing, fitting & locker rooms
•Kitchens
•Hotels, motels & resort condominiums
•Holding & housing cells  

CHAPTER 8
Special Rooms & Spaces

Special Scoping Requirements for:
•Court rooms
•Residential dwelling units
•Transportation facilities
•Storage rooms 
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CHAPTER 9
Built-in Elements

•Dining surfaces for adults & children
•Work surfaces
•Benches
•Checkout Aisles
•Counters
•Food service lines

CHAPTER 10
Recreational Facilities

•Amusement Rides 
•Recreational Boating Facilities 
•Exercise Machines and 
Equipment 
•Fishing Piers and Platforms 
•Golf Facilities 

CHAPTER 10
Recreational Facilities

•Miniature Golf Facilities 
•Play Areas 
•Swimming Pools, Wading Pools, 
and Spas 
•Shooting Facilities with Firing 
Positions 

WHO’S EXEMPT? 

 Religious Organizations.

 Single Family Residence

 Non-residential Farm Building

 Private Clubs

 All of the Above

 None of the Above





WHO CAN GRANT A 
WAIVER?
 INSPECTOR
 PLANS EXAMINER
 BUILDING OFFICIAL
 FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF   COMMUNITY 

AFFAIRS
 FLORIDA BUILDING COMMISSION
 NONE OF THE ABOVE 


WHO CAN REVISE ANY 
STANDARDS OF THE FAC?
 INSPECTOR

 PLANS EXAMINER

 BUILDING OFFICIAL

 FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF   COMMUNITY 
AFFAIRS

 FLORIDA BUILDING COMMISSION

 NONE OF THE ABOVE 
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Question:
How many 
toilet rooms 
are required to 
be accessible 
under the 
current FAC?

Answer: All

Question:
How many 
toilet rooms 
are required to 
be accessible 
under the new 
FAC?

Answer: 50%

New Construction
Current Code Required access:
All public and common use 
toilet rooms and bathrooms

( portable units – 5% min.)

Toilet Rooms in Series
New FAC standards:
allow access to at least 50% 
of single user toilet rooms 
clustered at one location that 
serve same users

Clustered Toilet Rooms

Alterations
“Technical Infeasibility” =
Existing physical/site constraints 
that prohibit compliance
Example: removing fixture to 
create accessible stall conflicts 
with plumbing code
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Alterations
Space limitations and technical infeasibility

Alterations

Where 
renovation = 
more 
extensive,
technical 
infeasibility 
= less likely

Alterations

Technical Infeasibility:
• case�by�case determination
• based on existing constraints/ 
conditions and scope of work
• compliance required to the 
maximum extent feasible

Alterations
Path of travel:
Compliance required except 
where “disproportionate” to 
the project cost 
(more than 20%)

Primary Function Area

Men

Women

Alterations

What Is the 
minimum size of 
an accessible 
toilet room?
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ACCESSIBLE TOILET ROOM
NOT TO SCALE

60” Minimum

DOOR 
MUST 

PROVIDE  
A 

MINIMUM 
32” CLEAR 
OPENING!

Single User Toilet Rooms
• Doors
• Floor Surfaces
• Water Closets
• Lavatories (sinks)
• Dispensers
• Turning Space
• Signage
• Visual Alarms

Water Closet Clearance
New standards: lavatory cannot overlap water
closet clearance (except in residential facilities)

Water Closet Clearance
Allows space for side transfers
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Water Closets

• corner placement
• clear floor space
• seat height 
(17”�19”)
• grab bars
• flush controls
• TP dispensers

Water Closet Placement

Water Closet Clearance

Water Closet Clearance
Lavatory no longer permitted in required 
clear floor space for water closet under new 
standards

Water Closets
Current FAC (fig. 28) permitted overlap

24” Rear Grab Bar 
allowed by new standards 
where adjacent fixture is 
recessed. 

Water Closet Clearance
Lavatories can be recessed to save space
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Rear Grab Bar
Rear Grab Bar

Grab bar can be 
split or
shifted to open 
side to 
accommodate
required location 
of flush control 
valves

Side Grab Bar

Current Standard
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Toilet Compartment

Toilet Compartment Toilet Compartment

Toilet Compartment
Toilet Compartment
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Toilet Compartment End of Row

Toilet Compartment
Toilet Compartment
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(Depending on Age)
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Transfer Compartment Transfer Compartment

Transfer Compartment

Transfer Compartment
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