Betty, please create a file for the June Commission meeting.  The e mail below is comment on Dec. 200 which will be before the Commission meeting at the June meeting for 2nd hearing.

Thanks 

Mo Madani, CBO, Technical Unit Manager

Building Code and Standards

Florida Department of Community Affairs

2555 Shumard Oak Blvd.

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2100

Ph. #. 850-921-2247

FAX #. 850-414-8436

website www.floridabuilding.org

The Department of Community Affairs is committed to maintaining the highest levels of service and values your feedback.  Please take a few moments to complete our Customer Service Survey by visiting http://www.dca.state.fl.us/CustomerServiceSurvey/.  Thank you in advance for letting us know what you think.

The Florida Discount Drug Card is designed to lower the cost of prescriptions for certain Florida residents. To learn more, visit http://www.FloridaDiscountDrugCard.com or call toll-free 1-866-341-8894 or TTY 1-866-763-9630.

Florida has a broad public records law and all correspondence, including email addresses, may be subject to disclosure.

----- Forwarded by Mo Madani/DCA/FLEOC on 05/27/2008 07:31 AM -----

	"Scott" <Technocrat@bellsouth.net> 

05/23/2008 09:42 PM
	


To

<Mo.Madani@dca.state.fl.us>

cc

Subject

RE: FW: Amendment to Declaratory Statement DCA08-DEC-002

	


	


Thank you for the reply,

I noticed that this declaratory statement was considered at the May meeting.  I was not aware that the additional review (as indicated at the March meeting) was complete and the declaratory statement was going to be addressed in May.  I guess that I missed the information on the May agenda.

Anyway, I was wondering if the information you sent me in the attachment is based on the outcome of the May meeting, or if this is from consideration completed after discussion at the May meeting?  The reason I ask is because I did not see and official response as part of the May meeting minutes.

The information below is a response to the attachment, but if I need to provide it to you in another manner to make it official, please let me know.  The one answer given (and subsequently referred to throughout) does not really address all the issues brought forth in my declaratory statement.  I think it is necessary for the answer to specifically address all the discrepancies as stated below.  A vague answer will only perpetuate the current confusion.  How can the health, welfare, and safety of the public be ensured during the use of storm shutter products if the design requirements for these products are obscured by confusing documentation?

With respect to ---

Answer: No. Based on current standards, breakage is permissible, and it is the intent of the Code to prevent internal pressurization.

I have the following questions:

1)      The FBC (2004, 1609.1.4 and 2007, 1609.1.2) indicates, ”Protection of openings.   In wind-borne debris regions, glazing in buildings shall be impact resistant or protected with an impact resistant covering…”  This paragraph is applicable to both HVHZ and non-HVHZ areas.  The answer that “breakage is permissible” seems to be contrary to the FBC indicating, “glazing…shall be impact resistant or protected with an impact resistant covering”.  It seems that an impact resistant covering would not allow the window to break.

2)      What the answer does not state is what requirements must be meet to prevent internal pressurization.  The answer does not state reduce internal pressurization, it indicates prevent internal pressurization.  Is seems well documented that the small gaps around storm shutters do not prevent internal pressurization, and it also seems that most all (if not all) major storm shutter product approvals do not have adequate gap closure provisions to stop higher external pressure from equilibrating with the internal pressure.  If the intent of the code is to prevent internal pressurization, would not the best way to achieve this be to prevent the window from breaking?  If window breakage is not prohibited, then should there not be some code provision that explicitly states the exact requirements entailed by the wording, “prevent internal pressurization”?

3)      How does the declaratory statement answer above address the fact that Section 7.2 of the FBC invoked standard (ASTM E1996, 2002 and 2005b version) requires for Wind Zone 4 (winds over 140 mph - which includes the Keys - which is outside of the HVHZ) that "all test specimens shall resist the large or small missile impacts, or both, without penetration of the inner plane of the infill..."?  In-fill is defined as "glazing in a fenestration assembly or curtain wall".   Non-porous Florida Products designed for non-HVHZ would either have to list separate requirements for wind speeds greater than and less than 140 mph, or provide the worst case separation (Wind Zone 4) for all areas.

a.       Note that most non-HVHZ test reports and product approvals refer to the FBC invoked ASTM E1996.

4)      How does the declaratory statement answer above address the fact the FBC invoked standard (ASTM E1996, 2005b version) requires glazing separation for impact protective systems used on Essential facilities in all Wind Zones?  The 2005b version of ASTM E1996 also made the porous shutter offset requirements (as stated above) applicable to non-porous shutters in Wind Zone 4 --- Florida Keys.

5)      How does the declaratory statement answer above address the fact that the Jan. 4, 2008, BOAF Florida Building Code Informal Interpretation #5503 indicates an answer contrary to declaratory statement answer?

6)      How does the declaratory statement answer above address the fact that fabric storm shutters attached only at opposite ends will have large separation on the un-attached side under negative pressure that can easily exceed the 10% opening limitation that defines the shutter as porous?  As a porous shutter, the panel must meet the more stringent glazing offset requirements of ASTM E1996-02 or 05b (i.e., maximum deflection + 25%).  

Scott Hampton

From: Mo.Madani@dca.state.fl.us [mailto:Mo.Madani@dca.state.fl.us] 
Sent: Friday, May 23, 2008 8:16 AM
To: Scott
Subject: Re: FW: Amendment to Declaratory Statement DCA08-DEC-002

Please see attached. 

Mo Madani, CBO, Technical Unit Manager

Building Code and Standards

Florida Department of Community Affairs
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