Comments received as of June 1, 2009 regarding Rule 9B-3.047 Florida Building Code:
2007 Florida Building Code, Building

Chapter 4  Special detailed requirements based on use and occupancy

Section 424.1 Public swimming pools and bathing places.

Revise section 424.1 to add changes as per Rule 64E-9 of Department of Health.
Reason:  to be consistent with state regulations (DOH)

Chapter 7 Fire-resistance-rated construction:

Revise section 705.4.1.1 to correct reference section as follows:

705.4.1 Townhouse fire separation.

705.4.1.1 Each townhouse shall be considered a separate building and shall be separated from adjoining townhouses by a party wall complying with Section 503.2  705.1.1  or by the use of separate exterior walls meeting the requirements of Tables 601 and 602 for zero clearance from property lines as required for the type of construction. Separate exterior walls shall include one of the following:

Remaining text unchanged


Reason: editorial

   
 Chapter 13 Energy Efficiency

Revise Table 13-613.A.1-1, Specifications for baseline and as-built homes, Note “h” as follows:

h) For an as-built home with multiple heating, cooling, or water heating systems using different fuel types, the fuel type of the heating and cooling applicable system serving the greatest floor area and the fuel type of the hot water system having the greatest capacity capacities and fuel types shall be used for the compliance calculation. weighted in accordance with the loads distribution (as calculated by accepted engineering practice for that equipment and fuel type) of the subject multiple systems. For the Baseline home, the prevailing federal minimum efficiency shall be assumed except that the efficiencies given in Table 13-613.A.1-1(a) below will be assumed when:

1) A type of device not covered by NAECA is found in the As-Built home;

2) The As-Built home is heated by electricity using a device other than an air source heat pump; or

3) The As-Built home does not contain one or more of the required HVAC equipment systems.


Reason: to be consistent with the energy software.

Revise Section 13-607.A.2 Additions, to read as follows: "Space cooling may be provided by existing or newly installed equipment. Systems in operation before the construction of the addition shall be considered existing systems and shall comply with criteria in Section 13-600.A.5 [instead of  13-600.A.5.2.1]. New systems may be replacements of existing equipment or equipment installed to condition only the addition".



Reason:  editorial
Chapter 16 Structural design


Revise section 1605.3.1.1 Load reduction, to read as follows:
1.
It is permitted to multiply the combined effect of two or more variable loads by 0.75 and add the effect of dead load. The combined load used in design shall not be less than the sum of the effect of dead load and any of the variable loads.

2.
Increases in allowable stress specified in the materials sections of this code or a referenced standard shall not be permitted to be used with load combinations of Sections 1605.3.1. Duration of load increase shall be permitted in accordance with Chapter 23.

Exception: Increases in allowable stress shall be permitted in accordance with ACI 530/ASCE 5/TMS 402 provided the load (see s. 1605.3.1) reduction of Section 1605.3.1.1 Item 1 shall not be applied.

3.
Simultaneous use of both one-third increase in allowable stress and the 25 percent reduction in combined loads shall not be permitted.

2007 Florida Building Code, Residential

Chapter 3 Building planning

Section 320.4, Concrete bearing ledge, is revised to read as follows:

R320.4 Concrete bearing ledge. Brick, stone or other veneer shall be supported by a concrete bearing ledge at least equal to the total thickness of the brick, stone or other veneer of such thickness as required in Chapter 14, which is poured integrally with the concrete foundation. No supplemental concrete foundation pours which will create a hidden cold joint shall be used without supplemental treatment in the foundation unless there is an approved physical barrier. An approved physical barrier shall also be installed from below the wall sill plate or first block course horizontally to embed in a mortar joint. If masonry veneer extends below grade, a termite protective treatment must be applied to the cavity created between the veneer and the foundation, in lieu of a physical barrier.

Exception: Veneer supported by a structural member secured to the foundation sidewall in accordance with ACI 530/ASCE 5/TMS 402 as provided in Section 1403, provided at least a 6 inch (152 mm) clear inspection space of the foundation sidewall exterior exist between the veneer and the top of any soil, sod, mulch or other organic landscaping component, deck, apron, porch, walk or any other work immediately adjacent to or adjoining the structure.

Reason:  reinstating Florida’s specific requirement which was dropt off during publication.

Chapter 11 Energy Efficiency

Revise Table N1113.A.1-1, Specifications for baseline and as-built homes, Note “h” as follows:

h) For an as-built home with multiple heating, cooling, or water heating systems using different fuel types, the fuel type of the heating and cooling applicable system serving the greatest floor area and the fuel type of the hot water system having the greatest capacity capacities and fuel types shall be used for the compliance calculation. weighted in accordance with the loads distribution (as calculated by accepted engineering practice for that equipment and fuel type) of the subject multiple systems. For the Baseline home, the prevailing federal minimum efficiency shall be assumed except that the efficiencies given in Table N1113.A.1-1(a) below will be assumed when:

1) A type of device not covered by NAECA is found in the As-Built home;

2) The As-Built home is heated by electricity using a device other than an air source heat pump; or

3) The As-Built home does not contain one or more of the required HVAC equipment systems.
Reason:  make code consistent with the energy software.

Revise Section N1107.A.2 Additions, to read as follows: "Space cooling may be provided by existing or newly installed equipment. Systems in operation before the construction of the addition shall be considered existing systems and shall comply with criteria in Section N1100.A.5 [instead of  N1107.A.5]. New systems may be replacements of existing equipment or equipment installed to condition only the addition."

Reason:  editorial.
Good afternoon Mo, please accept this email as comment, on behalf of the FRSA, opposing the below proposed rule change.

Chapter 6 Florida Building Code – Residential

611.7.1 Roof decking attachment for site-built single family residential structures. For site-built single family residential structures the fastening shall be in accordance with section 611.7.1.1 or 611.7.1.2 as appropriate for the existing construction. 8d nails shall be a minimum of 0.14 31 inch in diameter and shall be a minimum of 2-1/4 inch long to qualify for the provisions of this section for existing nails regardless of head shape or head diameter

Revise section 611.7.2(2)(b) to read as follows:

b) An underlayment system approved for the particular roof covering shall be applied with the following modification: 

(1) For roof slopes that require one layer of underlayment, a layer of approved asphalt impregnated ASTM D 226 Type I or Type II underlayment or approved synthetic underlayment shall be installed. The felt underlayment is to be fastened with 1” round plastic cap or metal cap nails, attached to a nailable deck in a grid pattern of 12 inches (305 mm) staggered between the overlaps, with 6-inch (152 mm) spacing at the overlaps.  The synthetic underlayment shall be fastened in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.  (No additional underlayment shall be required over the top of this sheet).

(2) For roof slopes that require two layers of underlayment, an approved asphalt impregnated ASTM D 226 Type I or Type II underlayment shall be installed in a shingle-fashion and lapped 19” and fastened as described above. An approved synthetic underlayment shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s installation instruction. (No additional underlayment shall be required over the top of this sheet).

Reason for opposition: The FRSA Codes and Regulatory Compliance Committee unanimously agreed to oppose the changes (proposed above) to be made to 611.7.2(2)(b).  The primary reason for the upgraded minimum standards for secondary water barriers was to ensure the underlayments stay in place should the primary roof system fail during a high wind event. ASTM D 226 felt was unofficially tested by Florida University during the wind mitigation workgroup debate and proved to stay in place during the wind driven test. The committee feels that lighter grade underlayments may not perform equally to the currently approved ASTM D products and may once again open the door for inferior scrutiny to be placed on the option to use felts as an approved secondary water barrier. This issue was heavily debated during the wind mitigation workgroup prior to the final approval of the revised wind mitigation rule 9b-3.0475  

Thank You,

Brad Weatherholtz

Director  of Technical Services

Florida Roofing, Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors Association 

407-671-3772 ext 129

