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DECLARATORY STATEMENT REQUEST

FOR NORTH BROWARD HOSPITAL DISTRICT

RE: BROWARD HEALTH CORAL SPRINGS (BHCS) ED EXPANSION PROJECT
MASTER PERMIT NUMBER 09-00000727

To Whom It May Concern:

The following is our request for an appeal to the decision of the building
official of Coral Springs as it relates to their interpretation of section 11-4.7
curb ramps and more specifically 11-4.7.5 and 11-4.7.6 under the 2007
Florida Accessibility Code with the issuance of a declaratory statement
regarding this matter. The issue is there interpretation that for parallel or
corner curb ramps whether edge protection is required on these types of
curb ramps.

At Coral Springs Medical Center an alteration was done to the
emergency room area and associated parking areas. During that project
the City of Coral Springs determined that edge protection is required on
the curb ramps in question. It is our interpretation that the ramps in
question are curb ramps and as curb ramps edge protection is not
required.

It is the city’s position that since section 11-4.7 does not show a design or
detail for a paraliel or corner curb ramp; that the only curb ramps that are
allowed are ones with a flared side, a built up curb ramp or a sloped curb
ramp cutting into a sidewalk [see figures 12(a) and 12(b)] or one thatis a
cut thru a curb ramp as per figure 13 with a built up curb on either side.

It is their interpretation that the curb ramps in question are a ramp with a
flat area at the bottom and since it is a ramp it would be required to have
either handrails or edge protection as outlined under section 11-4.8.5 and
11-4.8.7.

Pursuant to Florida State Statute 5§53.775(5) which states that the
commission may render declaratory statements in accordance with
5.120.565 relating to the provisions of the Florida Accessibility Code for
Building Construction not attributable to the Americans with Disabilities
Act Accessibility Guidelines. Notwithstanding the other provisions of this
section, the Florida Accessibility Code for Building Construction and
chapter 11 of the Florida Building Code may not be interpreted by, and
are not subject to review under, any of the procedures specified in this
section. This subsection has no effect upon the commission’s authority to
waive the Florida Accessibility Code for Building Construction as provided
by s. 553.512.
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To address the design of these curb ramps, the curb ramps in question are
similar in design to the FDOT curb ramps CR3 and CR23. As it relates to the
CR3 paraliel curb ramp, the design is one with the sloped portion being
only on one side. The corner curb ramps in question are similar to the C23
in design. Within the US Access Boards Proposed Accessibility Guidelines
for Pedestrian Facilities in the Public Right-of Way dated June 26, 2011 [of
which the PROW committees reports were available for the public prior to
this publication] it notes these design solutions without edge protection
requirements. It states that curb ramps are ramps that cut through or are
built up to the curb. Curb ramps can be perpendicular or parallel, or a
combination of parallel and perpendicular ramps. It defines a parallel
curb ramp as a curb ramp having a running slope that cuts through or is
built up to the curb at right angles or meets the gutter grade at right
angles where the curb is curved. Parallel curb ramps have a running
slope that is in-line with the direction of sidewalk travel and lower the
sidewalk to a level turning space where a turn is made to enter the
pedestrian street crossing.

We brought this issue to the Broward Board of Rules and Appeals and it is
their position that any issue doing with accessibility be forwarded to the
Florida Building Commission. They do not hear any appeal of an
interpretation as it relates to the Florida Accessibility Code.

Attached you will find copies of the FDOT curb ramp designs and as it
specifically relates to the ones in question, they are not designed nor
constructed with edge protection. We have taken the liberty to discuss
this with Mr. Dean Perkins who is the ADA Coordinator for FDOT and he
concurs that you would not construct these curb ramps with edge
protection. He also noted that the addition of any type of edge
protection would be considered a trip hazard at this area; you do not
provide edge protection along sidewalks.

We are also including information from the PROW reports and the US
Access Boards Proposed Accessibility Guidelines for Pedestrian Facilities in
the Public Right-of Way dated June 26, 2011 as it relates to this issue. We
also have taken the liberty to include photos of the constructed curb
ramps for your evaluation and to help clarify the issue. Therefore the
question before you is - does the 2007 Florida Accessibility Code under
section 11-4.7 mandate that edge protection be provided on parallel
and corner curb ramps.
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We will be in attendance at the first reading and review by the
Accessibility TAC to answer any questions that you may have.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Larry M. Schneider, AIA
Principal
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R304 Curb Ramps and Blended Transitions

General (R304.1)

Curb ramps are ramps that are cut through or built up to the curb (see R105.5). Curb
ramps can be perpendicular or parallel, or a combination of paraliel and
perpendicular ramps. Blended transitions are raised pedestrian street crossings,
depressed corners, or similar connections between the pedestrian access route at the
level of the sidewalk and the level of the pedestrian street crossing that have a grade
of 5 percent or less (see R105.5).

The technical requirements for curb ramps and blended transitions are contained in
R304 and adapt the technical requirements for curb ramps in the 2004 ADA and ABA
Accessibility Guidelines to the public right-of-way. In alterations where existing physical
constraints make it impractical to fully comply with the technical requirements,
compliance is required to the extent practicable within the scope of the project (see
R202.3.1).

Perpendicular Curb Ramps (R304.2)

Perpendicular curb ramps have a running slope that cuts through or is built up to the
curb at right angles or meets the gutter grade break at right angles where the curb is
curved. On corners with a large curb radius, it will be necessary to indent the gutter
grade bredk on one side of the curb ramp in order for the curb ramp to meet the
gutter grade break at right angles

Parallel Curb Ramps (R304.3)

Parallel curb ramps have a running slope that is in-line with the direction of sidewalk
travel and lower the sidewalk to a level turning space where a turn is made to enter the
pedestrian street crossing.

Curb Ramp. A ramp that cuts through or is built up to the curb. Curb ramps can be
perpendicular or parallel, or a combination of parallel and perpendicular ramps
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Coral Springs, Floride

Project Photos

oral Springs Curb Ramps
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Edge protection on

these curb ramps?
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