STATE OF FLORIDA 

BUILDING COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Bhamani, Ford and Associates, Inc.,


Case #:  DCA09-DEC-269

Petitioner.
_________________________/

DECLARATORY STATEMENT

The foregoing proceeding came before the Florida Building Commission (the Commission) by a Petition from Thomas H. Ford, RA, of Bhamani, Ford and Associates, Inc., which was received on, and subsequently amended on July 22, 2009.  Based on the statements in the petition, the material subsequently submitted and the subsequent request by the Petitioner, it is hereby ORDERED:

Findings of Fact

1.  The petition is filed pursuant to, and must conform to the requirements of Rule 28-105.002, Florida Administrative Code.

2.  The Petitioner designs structures that are subject to the Florida Building Code.  
3.  The Petitioner is designing parking lot lighting for a large shopping center in the State of Florida.
4.  The Petitioner inquires about the feeder connector voltage drop allowed by the Code and, specifically, whether Section 13-413.AB.1.1, Florida Building Code, Building Volume (2007) intentionally limits the voltage drop to 2 percent as opposed to the more permissive provisions identified by the National Electrical Code within a “fine print note” or FPN ?
Conclusions of Law
1.  The Florida Building Commission has the specific statutory authority to interpret the provisions of the Florida Building Code by entering a declaratory statement.

2.  Section 13-413.AB.1.1, Florida Building Code, Building Volume (2007), provides that “[f]eeder and customer owned service conductors shall be sized for a maximum voltage drop of 2 percent at design load.”

3.  The Petition quotes the National Electrical Code (NEC) 2005 Handbook, FPN No. 2, which provides:

Conductors for feeders as defined in Article 100, sized to prevent a voltage drop exceeding 3 percent at the farthest outlet of power, heating, and lighting loads, or combinations of such loads, and where the maximum total voltage drop on both feeders and branch circuits to the farthest outlet does not exceed 5 percent, will provide reasonable efficiency of operation.

4.  Section 2701, Florida Building Code, Building Volume (2007), states that “[e]lectrical components, equipment and systems shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the provisions of NFPA 70, National Electrical Code, except Article 80.”

5.  Section 102.4, Florida Building Code, Building Volume (2007), states:
The codes and standards referenced in this code shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference. Where differences occur between provisions of this code and referenced codes and standards, the provisions of this code shall apply.

6.  The provisions adopted within Chapter 13 of the Code limit the voltage drop for feeders and customer-owned service conductors to 2 percent at design load.  The more permissive recommendation contained in the National Electrical Code, a referenced standard within the Florida Building Code, do not supersede the explicit provisions within Chapter 13.
Petitioner and all other interested parties are hereby advised of their right to seek judicial review of this Order in accordance with Section 120.68(2)(a), Florida Statutes, and with Fla. R. App. 9.030(b)(1)(C) and 9.110(a).  To initiate an appeal, a Notice of Appeal must be filed with Paula P. Ford, Clerk of the Commission, Sadowski Building, 2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100, and with the appropriate District Court of Appeal no later than thirty days after this Order is filed with the Clerk of the Commission.  A Notice of Appeal filed with the District Court of Appeal shall be accompanied by the filing fee specified by section 35.22(3), Florida Statutes.

DONE AND ORDERED this ______ of _____________, 2009, in Coral Gables, Miami-Dade County, State of Florida.







______________________________








Raul L. Rodriguez, AIA, Chair








Florida Building Commission








Department of Community Affairs








Sadowski Building








2555 Shumard Oak Blvd.







Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was sent to the following by the method indicated on this ________ day of __________, 2009.








______________________________








PAULA P. FORD








Commission Clerk

Via U.S. Mail





Via Hand Delivery

Thomas H. Ford, RA




Mo Madani, C.B.O. Manager

Bhamani, Ford and Associates, Inc.


Codes and Standards Section

4900 SW 74th Court




Department of Community Affairs

Miami, Florida 33155




2555 Shumard Oak Blvd.







Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100
