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Select Year:

The 2018 Florida Statutes,

Title XXXIlI Chapter 553 View Entire
REGULATION OF TRADE, COMMERCE, INVESTMENTS,  BUILDING CONSTRUCTION Chapter
AND SOLICITATIONS STANDARDS

553.73 Florida Building Code.—

(1)(a) The commission shall adopt, by rule pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54, the Florida Building Code
which shall contain or incorporate by reference all laws and rules which pertain to and govern the design,
construction, erection, alteration, modification, repair, and demolition of public and private buildings, structures,
and facilities and enforcement of such laws and rules, except as otherwise provided in this section.

(b) The technical portions of the Florida Accessibility Code for Building Construction shall be contained in their
entirety in the Florida Building Code. The civil rights portions and the technical portions of the accessibility laws of
this state shall remain as currently provided by law. Any revision or amendments to the Florida Accessibility Code
for Building Construction pursuant to part Il shall be considered adopted by the commission as part of the Florida
Building Code. Neither the commission nor any local government shall revise or amend any standard of the Florida
Accessibility Code for Building Construction except as provided for in part II.

(c) The Florida Fire Prevention Code and the Life Safety Code shall be referenced in the Florida Building Code,
but shall be adopted, modified, revised, or amended, interpreted, and maintained by the Department of Financial
Services by rule adopted pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54. The Florida Building Commission may hot adopt a
fire prevention or lifesafety code, and nothing in the Florida Building Code shall affect the statutory powers,
duties, and responsibilities of any fire official or the Department of Financial Services.

(d) Conflicting requirements between the Florida Building Code and the Florida Fire Prevention Code and Life
Safety Code of the state established pursuant to ss. 633.206 and 633.208 shall be resolved by agreement between
the commission and the State Fire Marshal in favor of the requirement that offers the greatest degree of lifesafety
or alternatives that would provide an equivalent degree of lifesafety and an equivalent method of construction. If
the commission and State Fire Marshal are unable to agree on a resolution, the question shall be referred to a
mediator, mutually agreeable to both parties, to resolve the conflict in favor of the provision that offers the
greatest lifesafety, or alternatives that would provide an equivalent degree of lifesafety and an equivalent method
of construction.

(e) Subject to the provisions of this act, responsibility for enforcement, interpretation, and regulation of the
Florida Building Code shall be vested in a specified local board or agency, and the words “local government” and
“local governing body” as used in this part shall be construed to refer exclusively to such local board or agency.

(2) The Florida Building Code shall contain provisions or requirements for public and private buildings,
structures, and facilities relative to structural, mechanical, electrical, plumbing, energy, and gas systems, existing
buildings, historical buildings, manufactured buildings, elevators, coastal construction, lodging facilities, food sales
and food service facilities, health care facilities, including assisted living facilities, adult day care facilities,
hospice residential and inpatient facilities and units, and facilities for the control of radiation hazards, public or
private educational facilities, swimming pools, and correctional facilities and enforcement of and compliance with
such provisions or requirements. Further, the Florida Building Code must provide for uniform implementation of ss.
515.25, 515.27, and 515.29 by including standards and criteria for residential swimming pool barriers, pool covers,
latching devices, door and window exit alarms, and other equipment required therein, which are consistent with
the intent of s. 515.23. Technical provisions to be contained within the Florida Building Code are restricted to
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(d) A technical amendment to the Florida Building Code related to water conservation practices or design
criteria adopted by a local government pursuant to this subsection is not rendered void when the code is updated if
the technical amendment is necessary to protect or provide for more efficient use of water resources as provided
in s. 373.621. However, any such technical amendment carried forward into the next edition of the code pursuant
to this paragraph is subject to review or modification as provided in this part.

(5) Notwithstanding subsection (4), counties and municipalities may adopt by ordinance an administrative or
technical amendment to the Florida Building Code relating to flood resistance in order to implement the National
Flood Insurance Program or incentives. Specifically, an administrative amendment may assign the duty to enforce
all or portions of flood-related code provisions to the appropriate agencies of the local government and adopt
procedures for variances and exceptions from flood-related code provisions other than provisions for structures
seaward of the coastal construction control line consistent with the requirements in 44 C.F.R. s. 60.6. A technical
amendment is authorized to the extent it is more stringent than the code. A technical amendment is not subject to
the requirements of subsection (4) and may not be rendered void when the code is updated if the amendment is
adopted for the purpose of participating in the Community Rating System promulgated pursuant to 42 U.S.C. s.
4022, the amendment had already been adopted by local ordinance prior to July 1, 2010, or the amendment
requires a design flood elevation above the base flood elevation. Any amendment adopted pursuant to this
subsection shall be transmitted to the commission within 30 days after being adopted.

(6) The initial adoption of, and any subsequent update or amendment to, the Florida Building Code by the
commission is deemed adopted for use statewide without adoptions by local government. For a building permit for
which an application is submitted prior to the effective date of the Florida Building Code, the state minimum
building code in effect in the permitting jurisdiction on the date of the application governs the permitted work for
the life of the permit and any extension granted to the permit.

e&_(?)(a) The commission shall adopt an updated Florida Building Code every 3 years through review of the most
current updates of the International Building Code, the International Fuel Gas Code, International Existing Building
Code, the International Mechanical Code, the International Plumbing Code, and the International Residential Code,
all of which are copyrighted and published by the International Code Council, and the National Electrical Code,
which is copyrighted and published by the National Fire Protection Association. At a minimum, the commission
shall adopt any updates to such codes or any other code necessary to maintain ellglblllty for federal funding and
dlscounts from the National Flood Insurance Program the Federal Emergency Management Agency, and the United
States Department of Housmg and Urban Development The commission shall also review and adopt updates based
on the International Energy Conservation Code (IECC); however, the commission shall maintain the efficiencies of
the Florida Energy Efficiency Code for Building Construction adopted and amended pursuant to s. 553.901. The
commission shall adopt updated codes by rule.

(b} Codes regarding noise contour lines shall be reviewed annually, and the most current federal guidelines
shall be adopted.

(c) The commission may adopt as a technical amendment to the Florida Building Code any portion of the codes
identified in paragraph (a), but only as needed to accommodate the specific needs of this state. Standards or
criteria adopted from these codes shall be incorporated by reference to the specific provisions adopted. If a
referenced standard or criterion requires amplification or modification to be appropriate for use in this state, only
the amplification or modification shall be set forth in the Florida Building Code. The commission may approve
technical amendments to the updated Florida Building Code after the amendments have been subject to the
conditions set forth in paragraphs (3)(a)-(d). Amendments that are adopted in accordance with this subsection shall
be clearly marked in printed versions of the Florida Building Code so that the fact that the provisions are
amendments is readily apparent.

(d) The commission shall further consider the commission’s own interpretations, declaratory statements,
appellate decisions, and approved statewide and local technical amendments and shall incorporate such
interpretations, statements, decisions, and amendments into the updated Florida Building Code only to the extent
that they are needed to accommodate the specific needs of the state. A change made by an institute or standards
organization to any standard or criterion that is adopted by reference in the Florida Building Code does not become
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